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Introduction

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso's capital city was inhabited by some 1.5 million people in the 2006
census, a doubling of the total population since the 1996 census (700,000 inhabitants). The city grew
at a rate of 7.6% per year between 1996 and 2006, a strong growth compared to the previous
intercensal period (4.4%). The natural growth rate in Ouagadougou between 1996 and 2006 is
indirectly estimated to about 3% per year; more than half of the recent growth of the city would be
due to immigration. This trend is due to the arrival of the displaced people of the conflict in Ivory
Coast, who swelled the Ouagadougou population during the 2000s, as well as to the continuing
migration from rural areas (Guengant, 2009 p. 42).

Figure 1

LOTISSEMENT DE LAIRE URBAINE (1932-2003)
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Ouagadougou, that was a rural village in the early 20th century, remained until the end of
colonization (1960) a small town and it had about 170 000 inhabitants in the census of 1975 (Hien
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